‘Animal Farm – A Fairy Story’ by George Orwell 

(He fought in The Spanish Civil War – liked Trotskyists, hated Stalin)
· A novella (small novel)

· A political satire

· an allegorical tale 

· anthropomorphic (like Aesop’s Fables) animals = humans, really
Mr Jones

· Tsar Nicholas II of Russia

· ousted in the Russian Revolution of October 1917

· corrupt, hedonistic, weak ruler

Old Major

· may be seen to represent both Karl Marx and Lenin

· idealist

· altruistic and egalitarian (‘All animals are equal’)

· dead before ‘Animalism’ is put into practice

Napoleon

· may be seen to represent Stalin (but could also be an archetypal corrupt political leader anywhere, any time)
· a dictator / he is dictatorial

· a tyrant / he is tyrannical

· ruthless, brutal, cruel, self-serving

· head of a totalitarian regime

· harsh suppression of all criticism

· taciturn – man / pig of few words

· non-intellectual
Snowball
· may be seen to represent the Trotsky

· a joint leader with Napoleon at first

· an able strategist 

· intellectual, progressive

· brilliant speaker

· wishes to spread the ideology of Animalism outside AF
· initiator of the windmill scheme

· chased away by Napoleon’s security force (the dogs). Trotsky was secretly assassinated on Stalin’s orders
· denounced (falsely) by Napoleon as a traitor who continues to plot against AF
Squealer
· Napoleon’s ‘Minister of Propaganda’

· Symbolises the use of the mass media for political control

· Great rhetorical skills

· Justifies Napoleon’s actions and policies to the animals

· Lack of conscience – ‘turns black into white’

· Unwavering loyalty to his leader
Boxer

· Symbolises all of the best qualities of the exploited working classes: dedication, loyalty, and a huge capacity for labour: “I will work harder!”
· The most sympathetically drawn character in the novel
· Major weaknesses: a naïve trust in the pigs through lack of education / understanding: “Napoleon is always right!”
· Exploited by the pigs as much or more than he had been by Mr. Jones.

· Pitiful death at a glue factory dramatically illustrates the extent of the pigs’ betrayal of all of the animals.

Benjamin
· The long-lived cynical donkey

· Refuses to feel inspired by the Rebellion BUT admires Boxer
· Firmly believes that life will remain unpleasant no matter who is in charge
· He alone comprehends the changes that take place
· Seems either unwilling or unable to oppose the pigs 

Mollie

· The vain, flighty mare that pulls Mr. Jones’s carriage. 

· Mollie craves the attention of human beings 

· Misses wearing ribbons in her mane and eating sugar cubes. 

· She represents the petit bourgeoisie that fled from Russia 

Clover
· A good-hearted female cart-horse 

· Boxer’s close friend
· Clover often suspects the pigs of breaking the Seven Commandments

· Blames herself for misremembering the commandments

Moses

· The tame raven (Russian Orthodox Church) who spreads stories of Sugarcandy Mountain (heaven)
· Shows how communism exploits religion to pacify the oppressed

Mr Frederick

· The tough, shrewd operator of Pinchfield Farm

· Based on Adolf Hitler

· An untrustworthy neighbour – cheats Napoleon & attacks AF, destroying the Windmill
Mr Pilkington

· The easygoing gentleman farmer who runs Foxwood Farm. 

· Mr. Frederick’s bitter enemy, 

· Represents the capitalist U.K & U.S.A.

Mr Whymper

· The human solicitor hired by Napoleon 

· A ‘deal-maker’

· Enables trade between Animal Farm and human society

The Windmill
· The windmill is symbolic of technological progress (much needed in The Soviet Union)

· Snowball promises to bring electricity (comfort) to the animals
· Napoleon opposes its construction but appropriates the idea

· Laborious to construct, but Boxer (workers) perseveres

· Attacked by Frederick’s men & destroyed (Hitler’s invasion of The Soviet Union during World War 2)
· The Battle of (Napoleon’s) Windmill is possibly The Battle of Stalingrad
· Eventually reconstructed

· Used to produce flour to sell to the humans not to produce electricity but to produce a profit (for the pigs)
