
   

    

    

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Physical landscapes  – River landscapes in the UK  
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LOWER  
COURSE

       

Where does most of the vertical erosion take 
place?  Why? 

 

Where does most the Lateral erosion take place? 
Why? 

 

Explain what happens to the discharge and velocity 
as the river travels downstream, 

 

 



 



   

    MIDDLE  

As water travels from the upper rive  r section to the ____________ river  
section. There is less pull from    __________, therefore there is less  
____________ erosion and more _______________ erosion. The sideways  
movement of water causes it to flow___________ on the outside bend, as  
such the water has more __________ and erosion Takes place forming a  
______________, the water slows down on the _______________ which  
means the water has ____________ energy, and so ____________ occurs  
forming a ____________________.       

    Missing words:    Gravity, Middle, lateral, vertical,   

energy, faster,  inside     bend, River Cliff,   

deposition, less, slip - off slope.    



 

Firstly, floodplains are formed by a combination of both __________ (where land is worn away) and 
____________ (where sediment is laid down by the river) processes. 

_________ erosion (where the river erodes from side to side across the floodplain) has the effect of 
___________  the floodplain over hundreds of years. 

Deposition is also important.  When the river ________, it spreads out over the floodplain. 

Next, this slows the river down as the river is in contact with more __________. 

This causes deposition of __________, the __________ rocks and the most sediment is dropped closest 
to the river channel, the finer material is dropped ________ away. 

Finally, this creates a _________ floodplain and levées. 



 

   

Using your notes and research online - Add 
detailed notes about all of the landforms and 
processes and human interferences with the 
river.  GCSEPOD will help. 



      
 

Human Causes   Physical Causes  

 

  



 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Title: ___________________________________________   

Storm hydrographs 

Different factors can affect the shape of a storm hydrograph and affect its lag time: 
 Vegetation   
       

Geology   

     

Rainfall   

   

 Land use   

       

Relief   

 

What is a storm hydrograph?  __________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
Graph definitions   

Base flow –    

Rising limb –     

Peak discharge -    

Falling limb –    
 Lag time –    
  
Why are storm hydrographs important?   

_________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________  



Hard and soft engineering of river environments   



   

Coasts and Waves 

Why are some waves bigger and stronger than others?  
 (4 marks) 

  

 



 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

Weathering  

Physical  

Biological 

Chemical  

Erosion processes 
 

#1 

 Hydraulic action

# 2 Abrasion

Solution

Attrition
# 3

# 4



 



   



 



 



 


