Walton High School Music and Performing Arts
Homework Tasks (2016)
Key Stage 3
As a general rule, homework is not set regularly for KS3 pupils as Music is a practical subject and meaningful homework is not always appropriate or helpful.  However, we encourage ALL pupils at KS3 to investigate the Walton Baccalaureate for Music and use these tasks to further enrich their Performing Arts experiences and develop their skills.

Key Stage 4
The courses for GCSE are in the process of changing, radically in some cases.  Therefore homework tasks will be different for Y10 and Y11 at this stage.
Music Y11
NB: it is really important that students take responsibility each week to consolidate theory work covered in the lesson and to listen regularly to each of the set works.  In addition to homework tasks, it is expected that GCSE Music students will spend at least 20-30 minutes per day practising their instrumental and/or vocal skills.
	Autumn Term 1
	This term’s focus is on completion of two compositions.  Homework time should be spent developing, refining and polishing composition work ready for coursework controlled assessment in November
	Finished drafts of both compositions should be ready for interim assessment by half term.

	Autumn Term 2
	Homework time should be divided during this time between refining composition work and thorough revision of set work information.  
	Controlled time coursework completion by end of November. Mock listening exam in December

	Spring Term 1
	This term’s focus is on preparation of two performances – one solo and one ensemble.  Homework time should be divided between regular instrumental practice and regularly listening work. 
	Mock performance examinations will take place sometime in February.

	Spring Term 2
	Homework time should be divided between regular instrumental practice and regularly listening work.
	Performance recordings will take place towards the end of March.  There will be a GCSE Recital evening on Tuesday 21st March

	Summer
	This term’s focus is on the Listening paper (40% of the total GCSE mark).  Essay tasks will be set each week to prepare students for the written paper.
	The listening exam is usually at the beginning of June.


Music Y10
This is a new course for first examination in 2018.  Students can expect to be set regular homework which supplements the work that they do in the classroom.  Tasks will include:
· Preparing a solo performance as a singer or on an instrument
· Developing a piece of music that they have started composing in class
· Researching a specific composer or style of music
· Listening in depth to a particular piece of music
In addition to homework tasks, it is expected that GCSE Music students will spend at least 20-30 minutes per day practising their instrumental and/or vocal skills.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Performing Arts (Y11 only) and Drama
Much of the work for this course is practical and regular attendance at every lesson is vital for student success.  Students can expect to spend time after school or at lunchtime in extra rehearsals leading up to a performance.
Homework for this subject is to update the portfolio each week.  Time should be spent recording progress and skills development in lessons and specific research tasks will be given as appropriate.  Whilst regular inspection will be made of the portfolio by staff, it is essential that students keep this up to date and act on advice given.


