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The Dark Ages





Task one





Watch this clip from a recent BBC series about the Dark Ages and write a short definition of what the Dark Ages were and whether they deserve the name





� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011j1xs" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011j1xs�





Task two


One of the most exciting excavations of a Dark Age site in Britain happened at Sutton Hoo in 1939. The treasures are now in the British Museum (see below). Imagine you have been ask to write a brochure for tourists visiting the site explaining how the artefacts were found and what they include.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d4/Sutton_hoo_helmet_room_1_no_flashbrightness_ajusted.JPG/484px-Sutton_hoo_helmet_room_1_no_flashbrightness_ajusted.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





A Viking helmet found at Sutton Hoo
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Medieval Churches





Task one





Visit your local church and try to find evidence of these features:


Font


Altar


Nave


Choir or Chancel


Norman or Romanesque arches


Gothic or ‘pointed arches’


Harder to find:


Medieval floor tiles


Medieval wall paintings or graffiti


Fragments of medieval stained glass





Ask the steward’s permission to take photos and put together a guide to the medieval history of the church





Task two





Can you find any evidence of medieval life in the church yard? Here is a clue – a yew tree





�





A yew tree
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The Becket Saga





Task one





Find out more about the events surrounding Becket’s murder here from contemporary accounts: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm" �http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm�








Task two





Choose a medieval painting of the murder and produce a gallery guide in which you explain what the picture shows and how it differs from contemporary accounts.





�


Becket window – Canterbury Cathedral
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Medieval medicine





Task one





Conduct some research into medieval cures for the plague. A good place to start is here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/health_and_medicine_in_medieval_.htm" �http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/health_and_medicine_in_medieval_.htm�








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Medieval_dentistry.jpg/270px-Medieval_dentistry.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Medieval dentistry!





OPTIONAL





Write the script for a TV advert, advertising a medieval cure for the plague. Think of a catchy slogan or ‘jingle’ for your cure as well.
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Medieval Mega Movies





OPTIONAL





There are lots of films that are set in or inspired by medieval history, not least ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘Lord of the Rings’. Choose one of these films  and write a film review. Remember to provide an outline of the plot – but don’t give the end away – comment of performances and production techniques and finally its historical accuracy. Look out for any anachronisms in the film – for big set piece battle scenes, you often catch some of the extras wearing watches or acting out of character!!!








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.decca.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/The-Hobbit-1024x1024.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Write an obituary for the writer of the Hobbit – JRR Tolkein











