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Dear Students and Parents 
 

This booklet outlines the nature of courses in Years 9 - 11 at Walton.  It is designed so that you may discuss 
together the choices available and the decisions that need to be made.  These are important not only for the next 
few years but also for the future beyond school. 
 
Our philosophy is that the options chosen by students should reflect their individual needs.  For example, one 
available pathway is the English Baccalaureate (or EBacc) route.  In order to achieve this qualification students will 
need to achieve a grade 5 or better at GCSE in a prescribed set of subjects. More information on this is available 
later in this booklet. Whilst we are fully supportive of students who choose the EBacc route, there is no compulsion 
from us.  However, the Government has brought in new regulations to judge schools on the number of students 
who achieve in English, Maths, Science and at least one other EBacc subject.  Therefore, whilst we will be 
retaining our highly successful and popular free option system, we will be ensuring that all students meet the 
Governmentôs criteria in this regard.  
 
Up to the end of Year 8 all students have been following compulsory National Curriculum courses which aim to 
give experience of and insight into as wide a field of studies as time allows.  The National Curriculum continues to 
insist on certain requirements at Key Stage 4, including English, Mathematics and Science.  Students will, 
however, be able to make choices beyond the compulsory elements of the curriculum and we believe that studying 
a broad range of subjects is both educationally desirable and useful in terms of keeping career choices open. 
 
The main message of this booklet is that the resources of the school are at your disposal.  Experienced staff are 
available to help you.  You are urged to make full use of them.  Only then can you be confident in the choices you 
have made. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

MR N FINLAY  
HEADTEACHER 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 24th April  

Year 8 Parentsô 
Evening 
4.30 ï 7.30 pm 

An opportunity to meet subject teachers for 
your son/daughter and discuss their suitability 
for a specific option. 

Tuesday, 1st May  Year 8 Option 
Information Evening  
7 ï 8.30 pm 

An overview of the Pathways available to Year 
8 students at Key Stage 4. An opportunity to 
find out subject specific information from key 
staff.   

 
Monday, 30th April  

 
óY8 Choicesô week. 
 

Assemblies during the week giving all Year 8 
students an understanding of the Options 
Pathways open to them as part of the 14-19 
curriculum. 

 
Friday 18th May 

Year 8 Options Forms 
in 

Deadline for Options Forms to be handed to 
tutors. 

 
Week commencing  
21st May  

 
Individual student 
interviews 

 
Where necessary some students will be 
invited for individual student interviews. 
 

 
Summer Term 

Choices will be 
confirmed 
 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  

INTRODUCTORY LETTER FROM THE  HE ADTEACHER  
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Please refer to the Personalised Learning Programme on page 4. 

 
1.    
 
 
  English Language and Literature ï GCSE syllabus will commence in Year 10  
  Mathematics - GCSE 
  Science - GCSE 
  Physical Education  
  PSHE ï including Sex Education, Careers Education and Work Related Learning 
 
  
2. 
 
 

All students will follow the core curriculum in addition to their four options. (Refer to page13-33) 
       

GCSEs  - (General Certificate of Secondary Education) are an academic qualification in a specified 

subject, usually taken in a number of subjects by students aged 14 to 16. They are the principal 
means of assessing pupil attainment at the end of compulsory secondary education. 

 
3. 

 
 
 

The English Baccalaureate does not replace GCSEs, but is an óumbrellaô  award to reward pupils 
who pass at least five of their GCSE exams, at grade A* - C, including English, Maths, two sciences, 
one foreign language (French or German) and one humanity (History or Geography). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Entrust Careers and Participation Services  www.entrust-ed.co.uk 
 
Nikki Lambert is the schoolôs careers adviser and appointments can be made 

through tutors and Head of House.      nikki.lambert@entrust-ed.co.uk    
 
Direct Government ï Education and Learning -    www.direct.gov.uk 

 
Click on Education and Learning.  This site includes a wide range of 
information and advice about Options for 13-19 year olds. 

  
        

ALL STUDENTS study the CORE CURRICULUM 

 

Select one of: Computer Science, French, German, History or Geography and three 
other option choices 

 

Consider that if you select at least one Humanity and one Modern Foreign Language,   
(you can opt to do more), you will be eligible for the English Baccalaureate. 

USEFUL PUBLICATIONS AND  WEBSITES  

THE PROCESS STEP BY STEP 

STATUTORY CORE  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/gcses
http://www.entrust-ed.co.uk/
mailto:nikki.lambert@entrust-ed.co.uk
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
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ALL COURSES ARE CORRECT AT THE TIME OF PUBLICATION, SOME OPTIONS HOWEVER, MAY BE SUBJECT TO 
SLIGHT SYLLABUS CHANGES 

 
The selection of the course of study which you will follow over the next three years is one of the most important educational 
decisions in which you are involved.  You will need to study carefully what subjects are available and to seek the advice of 
your parents, tutor, subject teachers and, for detailed information, Entrust Careers and Participation Services.  
The five steps outlined below are included to help you to make sure that your final choice is the best one for you personally. 
 

STEP 1 : GET THE QUESTION CLEAR 

Some people donôt make the best decision because they are not exactly sure what is required of them.  You are being asked 
to state your four subject preferences from the optional subjects listed on page 13.  In addition you should make sure that 
you know which subjects must be taken by all students, you will find this information on page 5.  For every subject you 
should know what examination they lead to. 
 

STEP 2 : FIND OUT ALL YOU CAN 
First, about yourself: 
 

Some questions to think about: 
 

§ Which subjects particularly interest me? 

§ Where do my strengths and weaknesses lie? 

§ What subject skills might I need for some subjects? 

§ Which subjects do my teachers recommend me to take? 

§ What ideas about my future career do I have at present? 
 
Second, about the course: 
 

Read the descriptions of their subjects written by the staff and then see if you have the answers to these questions: 
 

§ What is the content of the course I am about to choose? 

§ What do I know of the new subjects I havenôt studied before? 

§ What methods of study does each subject use? 

§ What examination might the course lead to? 
 
Third, about the career consequences: 
 

Ask yourself: 

§ What do I need for my career as I see it at the moment? 
 

You may already have a clear idea about what you want to do in the future.  Make sure you find out about any 
particular subject requirements.  If you have no career ideas at all it is wise to choose a course which keeps open as 
many opportunities as possible.  Remember that some required qualifications are not obvious from the nature of the 
career itself.  Remember also that many people now change their job at least once during their working life. 
 

STEP 3 : WEIGH UP THE FACTS 

When you have studied this booklet and discussed your thoughts with your parents, your tutor and the appropriate 
staff, you are ready to weigh up all the information you have gathered.  Here are a few more questions to bear in mind. 

§ Which subjects are most important for me at this stage? 

§ Is my proposed choice of subjects a well-balanced one? 

§ If my career aim changes will my subject choice still be suitable? 

§ Does my choice of subjects close any career path which I may wish to follow? 

§ Am I likely to change my ideas as I grow older? 
 

STEP 4 : MAKE YOUR CHOICE 

Although you have discussed your choice with a number of people, the final decision should be your own individual 
one.  You are going to follow the course for two years and so it is important that you are happy about your choice. 

When your mind is made up, fill in the form which will be given to you separately, sign it, get your parents to sign it, and 
hand it to your tutor by the stated date.   

 

STEP 5 : REVIEW THE SITUATION 
If you have any worries at any time during the course talk them over with your tutor and your subject teacher.  But, 
above all, make sure you make your choice a success by putting a lot of work into it. 

There will be teacher assessments during the first year of the courses and consultation evenings when you and your 
parents can meet your subject teachers.  We shall, however, be in touch with parents earlier if there are any matters of 
concern. 

    MR G VALENTINE 
       OPTIONS MANAGER 

MAKING YOUR  CHOICE  
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Core  
Curriculum 

 
Compulsory Subjects 

 
GCSE & Vocational Options  

 
Foundation  
Learning Pathway 

 
English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Art 
French 
German 
Geography 
History 
ICT 
Music 
PE 
RE 
D & T 
Citizenship 
PSHE 

 
English / English Language 
 
Year 9  ï 4 periods per week 
Year 10 - 5 Periods per week 
 

 

 
Students take all compulsory  
subjects plus four GCSE  
 
Each option -  3 Periods 
per week 

 

 
Walton High School identifies a small number of 
students  
who would benefit from an accredited course 
focusing on vocational skills. 
 
Students who will benefit from this course will be  selected  
before the  options process takes place.  
 

 

   

     

 
Mathematics 
 
Year 9  ï 4 periods per week 
Year 10 - 5 Periods per week 
 

 
GCSE & BTEC Choices 

 Art  - GCSE 
Astronomy - GCSE 
Business Studies ïGCSE 
Computer Science  - GCSE 
Creative iMedia ï Level 2 
Cert 
D & T GCSE 

Science 
 
Students are selected to 
study Triple, Combined or 
ELC/GCSE pathway. 
 
6 periods of Science per 
week across years 9, 10 and 
11. 
 

Textiles ï D & T - GCSE 
Resistant Materials D & T - 
GCSE 
Graphics - D & T GCSE 
Drama- GCSE 
Geography- GCSE 
History- GCSE 

 Media Studies - GCSE 
MFL ï French - GCSE 
MFL ï German - GCSE 
Music - GCSE 
Physical Education - GCSE 
Religious Studies - GCSE 

 

          
National Qualification  Framework 
  
 
 
 Entry Level        Certification 
 
 Level 1               GCSE  9 - 1 / NVQ Level 1  
                            Foundation Diploma 
 
  Level 2               Baccalaureate / NVQ Level 2   
                             / Higher Diploma BTEC First  
                            Diploma 
 
  Level 3               AS & A Level / NVQ Level 3 /  
                            Advanced & Progression  
                            Diplomas/ International  
                            Baccalaureate 
 
 Levels 4 ï 8      Foundation Degrees/ Honours 
                           Degrees/ NVQ  Level 4 & 5 /  
                           Higher National Certificates 
                           & Diplomas 
 

 

   
The English Baccalaureate 

 
Students must take all 
compulsory subjects, plus at 
least one Modern Foreign 
Language (MFL) and at 
least one Humanity.  (They 
can opt to do more.)  
 
They must then choose two 
further options from the list 
above (which can include 
another Humanity or 
Modern Foreign Language).  
Each option is studied for 
three periods per week. 

        

 Healthy Lifestyle Choices 
(PE & PSHE)  
 
Year 9 ï 4 periods per week  
 
PE 
Year 10 & 11 ï 2 periods 
per week 
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This section of the booklet provides details of the subjects taken by 
student in years 9, 10 and 11.  
 

 
English Language & English Literature GCSE: 
 
Year 9   4 periods per week 
Year 10 & 11  5 periods per week 
 
 
Mathematics GCSE: 
 
Year 9   4 periods per week 
Year 10 & 11  5 periods per week 
 
 
Combined Science ï 6 periods per week (majority of students) 
OR 
Triple Science ï 6 periods per week (select group of students) 
 
 
Healthy Lifestyles through PE/PSHE:  
 
Year 9  4 periods per week  
Year 10/11  2 periods PE 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE STATUTORY CORE  
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From September 2017 there were two GCSE English Specifications: OCR 
GCSE  English Language (J351) and OCR GCSE English Literature (J352).  
ALL students will study English LANGUAGE and it is likely that the majority of 
the students will also study English LITERATURE. 

 
 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The OCR GCSE (9 ï 1) in English Language (J351) is a linear qualification with 100% external 
assessment. 
This qualification consists of two examined components, externally assessed by OCR. 
Both examinations are of two hours duration. 

 
EXAM 1 Communicating Information and Ideas. 
This component is worth 80 marks: 40 marks for section A and 40 marks for section B. Sections A 
and B will be linked by a common theme or idea. 
 
Students answer ALL the questions in Section A (Reading). They read and respond to two 
unseen authentic texts. One text is from the 19th century; the other is from either the 20th or 21st 
century. There are four reading questions. 
 
Students answer ONE of two extended writing tasks in Section B (Writing). The writing tasks will 
have a clear audience and purpose and be written in a non-fiction form. 

 
EXAM 2 Exploring Effects and Impact 
This component is worth 80 marks: 40 marks for section A and 40 marks for section B. Sections A 
and B will be linked by a common theme or idea. 
 
Students answer ALL the questions in Section A (Reading). They read and respond to two 
unseen authentic prose fiction texts or a prose fiction and literary non-fiction text.  Both texts will be 
either 20th or 21st century prose. There are four reading questions. 
 
Students answer ONE of two extended writing tasks in Section B (Writing). The focus is on 
creative writing. 

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE  

In addition all students have to take a non-exam assessment in Spoken Language which will focus 
on 

¶ Presenting information and ideas, selecting and organising information effectively and 
persuasively 

¶ Listening and responding appropriately to questions and feedback 

¶ Expressing ideas using Standard English where appropriate. 
The Spoken Language component is a separate compulsory endorsement which is internally 
assessed and externally moderated. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE /  

ENGLISH LITERATURE  

FROM  YEAR 10  
Head of Dept:    Mrs H Gilroy  

Exam ination  Board:   OCR  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:   2 GCSEs  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

The OCR GCSE (9 ï 1) in English Literature (J352) is a linear qualification with 100% external 
assessment. 
This qualification consists of two examined components, externally assessed by OCR. 
Both examinations are of two hours duration. 
 

 
EXAM 1 Exploring Modern and Literary texts 
This component is worth 80 marks: 40 marks for section A and 40 marks for section B. 
 
Section A: Modern prose or drama (25% of total GCSE) Students study ONE modern prose or 
drama text and answer two questions: 

a) A comparison of an extract from the studied text with an unseen extract 
b) A related question on the studied text. 

 
Section B: 19th century prose (25% of total GCSE) 
Students study ONE 19th century set text. 
Students respond to ONE extended response style question on their studied text, from a choice of 
two: either an extract based question or a discursive question 
 

 
EXAM 2 Exploring Poetry and Shakespeare 
This component is worth 80 marks: 40 marks for section A and 40 marks for section B. 
 
Section A: Poetry across time (25% of total GCSE) 
Students study 15 poems linked by a theme from the OCR anthology and answer two questions: 

a) A comparison of a named poem from the anthology with an unseen poem 
b) A related question on a different poem (own choice) from the OCR anthology. 

 
Section B: Shakespeare (25% of total GCSE) 
Students study ONE Shakespeare set play. 
Students respond to ONE extended response style question on their studied text, from a choice of 
two: either an extract based question or a discursive question. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
English is a necessary qualification for many jobs and for anyone intending to go on to further 
education in any subject. 

How will this help me in the future? 

ENGLISH / ENGLISH LANGUAGE / 

ENGLISH LIT ERATURE  

FROM  YEAR 10  
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Mathematics in Y9 provides a transition between Key Stage 3 and GCSE, extending previous 
topics and introducing new ones, with an emphasis on problem solving and applications.  
Students continue to be set across the half year as in Y7 and 8. 
 
In Y10 students will be streamed across 9 sets, and setting will be refined to reflect their 
attainment to date as well as their potential. 
 
There is an increased emphasis on linking topics and independent thinking skills, giving 
students the opportunity to take more responsibility for their own learning. 
 
The GCSE examination can be taken at one of two different tiers: Foundation or Higher, 
depending on the progress made by the student in Years 10 and 11. Final entries are decided in 
January of Y11. 
 
 

    
 

The new GCSE is assessed using grades 1 to 9 with grades 4 and 5 being available at both 
Higher and Foundation tier. 
 
The course is a three year linear course with three equally weighted exams at the end of the 
course.  Paper 1 is non-calculator but all papers follow the same format: 

 

¶ written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

¶ 80 marks 

Content from any part of the specification may be assessed in each paper which is a mix of 
question styles; from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems. The mathematical 
demand increases as a student progresses through the paper. 
 
The most able students will also be offered the opportunity to sit the Level 2 
Certificate in Further Mathematics (currently awarded at grades C to A**). 
 
Student progress is monitored and intervention programmes are in place 
where required. 
 

 

 

 

Mathematics is an essential qualification for many jobs and anyone intending 
to go on to further education in any subject. 

MATHEMATICS  
 

Head of Dept:    Mrs V Hanson   

Exam ination Board:   AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE: 1 GCSEs  

 

Level 2 Certificate in Further Math ematics available for the most able students  

 

  

How will I be assessed? 

How will this help me in the future? 

COURSE OUTLINE 
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Science is part of the programme of study defined by the National Curriculum and is a compulsory 
component of the programme for Years 10 and 11.  GCSE is the statutory instrument by which 
students are assessed at the end of Key Stage 4 (age 16).  In this respect, Science is treated in the 
same way as the other core subjects. 
 
In Y9, students begin full study for their Science GCSEs.  From Y10, a select minority of students 
will go on to follow the Triple Science course worth 3 GCSEs, whilst the majority will study the 
Combined Science (Trilogy) course, worth 2 GCSEs.  Entry into Triple or Combined Science will be 
determined by the results of an end of Y9 examination.  All GCSE Science courses will be assessed 
externally at the end of Y11. 
 
Students wishing to study Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Psychology at AS/A2 level, are advised 
that both Combined and Triple Award Science courses will allow entry to these courses if the 
appropriate grades are obtained. 
 
A small number of students will be placed on a joint Entry Level Certificate/GCSE route.  Entry Level 
Certificate (ELC) Science is designed to give students that might find the GCSE Science course 
difficult the chance to get a Science qualification. 
 
 
 
 
The methods of assessments in the Combined and Triple Science courses are 
similar and consist of: 
 

¶ External examinations that include multiple-choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response questions.  These examinations are taken only in May/June of Y11. 

¶ There is no longer any internal assessment and practical skills will be tested by specially 
designed questions within the examination papers. 

 
The ELC course has two different types of assessment.  
 

¶ Externally-set assignments (ESAs) which consist of a short written test. (57%) 

¶ Teacher-devised assignments (TDAs) which consist of a short piece of practical work 
(43%). 
 

 

                                                                                                                   

Once you have achieved your qualifications in Science it will allow you access to a wide variety of 
courses, including vocational (e.g. Beauty and Hairdressing), BTEC (e.g. Forensic and Criminal 
Investigation) and academic (e.g. A level Physics).   Studying Science is a gateway into many 
careers, some scientific e.g. doctor, vet, forensic scientist, car mechanic and others unscientific e.g. 
accountant or solicitor. 

SCIENCE  
Head of Dept:    Mr G Smith  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  Combined Science ð 2 GCSEs  

     Triple Science ð 3 GCSEs  

 

  
COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 

How will this help me in the future? 
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The themes that students will explore will be delivered primarily through a series of time tabled 
PSHE sessions throughout the academic year. Delivery of the themes is also discretely delivered 
within the curriculum and through additional pastoral time.   
 
The programme of study will involve accessing knowledge and understanding about becoming 
informed citizens, as well as developing skills of enquiry and communication.   
The students will also engage in discussion on topics such as relationships, healthy lifestyle, 
politics, first aid and risk management.  A significant amount of time will be spent on these areas, 
providing a platform for debate and moral questioning which aim to develop studentsô confidence 
and personal responsibility.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no formal examination on these topics however students will be provided with 
opportunities to assess their own progress as well as the progress of their peers through various 
activities. 
 

 

 

 

 
The PSHE programme at Walton fosters a range of interpersonal skills increasingly valued by 
employers, alongside more traditional academic subjects.  They work in teams, adopting a 
problem-solving approach throughout the course. The ability to evaluate complex issues and 
develop reasoned arguments in a sensitive and balanced manner is an important facet of many 
well regarded occupations. The development of these ósoftô skills play an increasingly important 
role in further and higher level programmes of study.  
 

  
 

COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 

How will this help me in the future? 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH 

EDUCATION (PSHE)  
 

Head of Dept:   Mr A Stokes  
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The GCSE & Vocational  Options  
 

 

Students must take all compulsory subjects plus four GCSE Options.  Each option is 
studied for three periods per week. 
 

 
GCSE & Vocational 
Options (Choose four) 

  

 Art  
Astronomy 

GCSE 
GCSE 

 Business Studies GCSE 
 Computer Science 

Creative iMedia 
D & T ï Food  

GCSE 
Level 2 Cert 
GCSE 

 D & T - Textiles GCSE 
 D & T Resistant Materials GCSE 
 D & T Graphics GCSE 
 Drama GCSE 
 Geography GCSE 
 History GCSE 
 Media Studies 

MFL ï French 
MFL - German 

GCSE 
GCSE 
GCSE 

 Music GCSE 
 Physical Education  

Religious Studies 
GCSE 
GCSE 

   

 

 

The English Bac calaureate  
 

 
 

Students must take all compulsory subjects, plus at least one Modern Foreign Language 
(MFL) and at least one Humanity.  (They can opt to do more.)  
 
They must then choose two further options from the list above (which can include another 
Humanity or Modern Foreign Language).  Each option is studied for three periods per 
week. 

THE OPTIONS  
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Will Art and Design be useful to me? 
 

Art and Design can help you to make sense of the world around you, developing your visual literacy and 
ability to express yourself creatively. It also helps you recognise styles and trends in Art and appreciate 
how and why artists create Art. Art can explore different aspects of reality.  
 
Art is relevant to many careers and can be studied post 16, for example: Graphic Design, Fashion and 
Textiles, Illustration, Animation, Interior Design, Film and Television and many more. 
 
ñIf you can draw, even a little bit, you can express all kinds of ideas that might otherwise be lostò  
ï   David Hockney 

 

 
What skills will I learn?  
 
The GCSE Art and Design course provides opportunities for you to develop confidence using a wide 
range of materials and skills.   You will 

 
 
 
 

¶ Develop your ideas 

¶ Record from observation 

¶ Experiment with media and materials 

¶ Make a final piece 

¶ Use apps such as Pinterest to research artists 

¶ Take and manipulate digital imagery 

¶ Use Photoshop to enhance your work 

¶ Visit an Art Gallery to see contemporary and cultural Art works 
 

 
What kind of work will I do?  

          
This course is based on 2 units of practical work.  One major unit and one supporting unit. 
 
 In the supporting unit of work you will: 
 

¶ Experiment with different drawing techniques 

¶ Learn new Art skills such as printmaking, using ICT 

COURSE OUTLINE 

ART  
 

Head of Dept:   Mrs J Clowes and S.Byatt  

Ex am Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  
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In the major unit of work you will:  
 
 

¶ Respond to an initial starting point. 

¶ Develop your own practical skills with different materials. 

¶ Demonstrate how you have developed an idea, from initial drawings, through 
experimentation with different materials and creative use of them, to the production of a final 
piece of work in your chosen material. 

¶ Show your knowledge and understanding of why and how artists and designers make Art by 
researching and producing written and visual information in a creative way.   

¶ Look at the work of contemporary Artists and graphic designers 
 

Each unit of work will develop skills in a number of techniques, such as observational painting and 
drawing, textiles, card construction, mixed media work, collage etc.  
 
Starting points for units of work may include:  Identity, Word & Image, Contemporary Pattern. 

 
 
 
The course assesses your skills and understanding in a number of ways: 
 
Coursework makes up 60% of the overall assessment. 

 

¶ You will complete 2 units of coursework during years 9,10 and 11.  A 
major unit and a supporting unit.  
 

¶ The course assesses your own practical skills and the way you have 
developed an idea, from initial drawings, through experimentation to the 
production of a final piece of work. It will also assess your knowledge and 
understanding of why and how artists and designers make Art. 

 
Practical examination is the remaining 40% of the assessment. 
 

¶ You will be given an exam paper with a choice of starting points in January of year 11. 
You will produce both practical work and research prior to the examination.  
 

¶ You must then produce a finished piece of work in the art room under exam conditions. 
You will have 10 hours to do this. 

 
 
 
 
Creative employment continues to grow faster than the workforce as a whole.  
Between 2011 ï 2015 there was an increase of 38.7% in the West Midalnds.  
Careers such as Stylists, Illustrators, Advertsiing, Marketing, Graphic Design, 
Fashion, Web Design, Product Design and many, many more. 
 
 
 

     
   

 
 
 
 
 

How will this help me in the future? 

How will I be assessed? 
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The option of studying Astronomy at GCSE level is available at Walton to those students who 
wish to enrich their scientific knowledge and understanding.  The course will be taught over 
years 9, 10 and 11, earning pupils a GCSE qualification in Astronomy. The course consists of 2 
main focus areas; Naked-eye Astronomy and Telescopic Astronomy. The main topics of study 
are below.  
 
Overview of content 
 
Å Earth, Moon and Sun 
Å Planetary Systems 
Å Stars 
Å Galaxies and Cosmology. 

 
Overview of assessment 
 
Å  2 Question papers, one based on Naked-eye Astronomy, and one on Telescopic 

Astronomy each carrying a 50% weighting.  
 
Pupils must be showing excellent ability in Science, in order to be capable of completing 
the more demanding content of the course.  
 

 

                                                                                                                   
 
This course is designed to:- 
 
ƴ Develop curiosity and enthusiasm for Astronomy and to take an informed interest in current 
astronomical investigations, discoveries and space exploration 
ƴ Support learners who plan to take Physics at A level. The course is directly comparable to the 
A level Physics Astrophysics unit, some content being exactly the same.  
ƴAppreciate that the study and practice of astronomy are co-operative and cumulative activities 
and to appreciate the links between Astronomy and other branches of Science 
ƴ Enhance Science studies and learn about different aspects of Science, alongside their other 
Science courses 

ASTRONOMY  
 

Head of Dept:    Mr G Smith  

Exam Board:    Edexcel  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  

 

  

How will this help me in the future? 

COURSE OUTLINE 
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Business Studies is about businesses; how they sell or provide goods and services and 
make a profit. 
 

The key concept in Business Studies include: 
¶ The decisions made by specific businesses ï pricing, marketing, staffing, finance, 

production methods 

¶ The impacts of external factors (interest rates, competitors, exchange rates, laws, the 

environment) on specific businesses   

Why is business important & how does it affect me? 
 

Selling goods and services is vital to all of us. It provides jobs and profits without which we 
would be unable to look after our families, pay our taxes and provide all the essential 
services we need such as health care, education and social services. 
 

What will you learn? 
¶ You will learn how a business works and key theories. 

¶ Your will learn to interpret data. 

¶ You will learn how to problem solve; how to take our understanding of 

how businesses operate now and think how they will need to change 

when their customers, staff, resources or competitors change 

¶ You will learn how to analyse the possible consequences, examine the 

risks and benefits and make judgements. 

¶ You will learn how to form these into well-argued decisions. 

 

 
 
GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
This course is made up of two modules.   All modules will be taken at the end of Year 11. 
 

Module Assessment method % of 
 total mark 

1. Investigating small  
    businesses 

Exam; calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer 
and extended-writing questions. 1.5 hours  

 50% 

2. Building a Business Exam; calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer 
and extended-writing questions. 1.5 hours   

50% 

 
There are no tiers in GCSE Business Studies; all students take the same exam and have the 
opportunity to achieve any grade.  
 
 
 
The GCSE course leads on to both the A level Business and/or A Level Economics courses.  
Clearly you could continue to a business degree but many degrees are now offered in 
combination with business or management and business topics are integrated into a wide range 
of degrees. 

BUSINESS STUDIES  
 

Head of Dept:    Miss C Purcell  

Exam Board:    Edexcel  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  

 

  

How will this help me in the future? 

COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 



                                                                                                                                                                          Page 17 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
The GCSE Computer Science 9-1 course is an exciting technical course for those interested in 
programming, problem solving, mathematics and how their computers work. Within this course 
you will look at how computers are built, what makes them work and how to use computational 
logic.  
 
The course is made up of 3 components: 

Component 01: Computer Systems Component 02: Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms and Programming 

Topics include: 

¶ Systems Architecture 

¶ Memory 

¶ Storage 

¶ Wired & Wireless Networks 

¶ Network Topologies, Protocols and 
Layers 

¶ System Security 

¶ System Software 

¶ Ethical, Legal, Cultural and 
Environmental Concerns 

Topics include: 

¶ Algorithms 

¶ Programming Techniques 

¶ Producing Robust Programs 

¶ Computational Logic 

¶ Translators and Facilities of 
Languages 

¶ Data Representation 

Component 03: Programming Project 

This is a programming project that will see students apply the knowledge and skills they 
have gained by creating a program for a challenging scenario. They will also learn and 
implement the Systems Development Life Cycle:  Analysis, Design, Development, Testing 
and Evaluation. 

 
 
 
 
This course will be assessed in the following ways: 
 

Assessment Type Weighting 

Component 01 ï External Examination: 1hr 30mins 40% 

Component 02 ï External Examination: 1hr 30mins  40% 

Component 03 ï Non-Examined Assessment (NEA): 20hr Project 20% 

 
 
 
 
Success at GCSE Computer Science will prepare you for a range of courses and careers. You 
can progress to Post 16 ICT/A Level Computing or transfer your acquired skills into supporting 
further studies in other subjects. Speak to Mr Salter or Miss Kelly for more information about this 
course.

COURSE OUTLINE 

COMPUTER SCIENCE  
 

Head of Dept:    Mr C Salter  

Exam Board:    OCR  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  

  

How will I be assessed? 

How will this help me in the future? 
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This is a vocational qualification.  It will provide an engaging, practical and 
real world view of creative digital industries.  Digital Media is a key part of 
many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK economy.  Production 
of digital media products is a requirement of almost every business so there is huge demand for a 
skilled and digitally literate workforce. This qualification will help students develop specific and 
transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with others and communicating 
creative concepts. The qualificationôs hands-on approach has strong relevance to the way young 
people use the technology required in creative media. 
 
Unit R081: Pre-production skills (Mandatory Unit) 
This first unit underpins the other learning in this qualification. Students will learn about how to plan 
pre-production effectively including understanding of client requirements and reviewing pre-
production briefs. They will use this knowledge in the optional units when they develop their own 
media products. This unit also provides excellent transferable skills such as project planning which 
will be useful in a wide variety of contexts. This unit is externally assessed through an OCR set and 
marked 1 hour 15 minute exam.  
 
Unit R082: Creating digital graphics (Mandatory Unit) 
Digital graphics are a key part of most digital products and this mandatory unit will help support the 
other optional units in the suite. Students will learn the basics of digital graphics editing for the 
creative and digital media sector, considering client requirements that they learnt about in R081. 
 
 
 

Unit  Code  Weighting  Mode of assessment 

Pre-production skills  
 

R081 25% Written paper 1h 15 mins 

Digital Graphics  R082 25% Centre Assessed task /  
OCR Moderated  

Creating a digital animation* R086  25% Centre Assessed task /  
OCR Moderated 

Creating a digital sound sequence** R088  25% Centre Assessed task /  
OCR Moderated 

 
 

*/** These are centre selected units, subject to change at the discretion of the centre in order to 
reflect the skills and interests of students.   
 
 
 
 
The UK is a world leader in digital / creative industries.  Cambridge Nationals provide a strong 
base for progression to Further Education, whether it is on to our Level 3 Cambridge Technicals 
or A Levels, apprenticeship or the world of work.   
 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 
 

How will this help me in the future? 

CREATIVE iMEDIA  
Head of Dept:    Mr C Salter  

Exam Board:    OCR  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  Level 2 Cambridg e National Certifcate in 

Creative iMedia   
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WHY CHOOSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY? 
¶ GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in 

an increasingly technological world.  

¶ Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology 
including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors.  

¶ It will enable you to think and intervene creativity to a variety of challenges. 

¶ We offer a range of Aô level courses which follow on from the GCSE. 
 

WHICH DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY COURSES ARE AVAILABLE?  
 
When you choose to study Design and Technology you then need to select a specialism to focus on.  You 
can select from: 

 
 

 

 
[1]     RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
[Create products from wood, metal, plastics 
or composite materials and incorporate 
electronics where appropriate ] 

 

 
 

 
[2]    GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 
 
[Develop advanced hand drawing 
techniques and use computer graphics  
software to develop branding, packaging 
and computer generated graphics for card 
prototypes and products] 

 

 

 
[3]      FASHION and TEXTILES  
 
[Design and develop garments and interior 
design fabric products.  Different  
construction and embellishment 
techniques are used on each piece ] 

 

 

Head of Department:  
Examination Board:    
Qualification Available:  

Ms E Hillier 
AQA 
1 GCSE 

COURSE OUTLINE 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  
 

Head of Dept:    Ms E Hillier  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  
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Within Design and Technology you will opt for óone specialist subject areaô. 
   
During the three years you will study a core technology element which will include a broad range of 
designing and making principles. You will then spend the majority of the course focusing on your chosen 
specialist area where you will have the opportunity to study specialist principles and experience practical 
challenges in greater depth. 
 
In Y9 andY10 students will work through small projects to gain the skills required for the Coursework 
[NEA]. Through each project the practical techniques are perfected and the theory linked to each project 
making all information accessible for all. 
In Y11 the focus of lesson time is split between NEA and theory preparation for the examination. 

 
 

 
 
In Design and Technology [Resistant Materials, Graphic Products and Fashion & Textiles ] 
 

50% - Non-Exam Assessment 50% Examination 
Contextual challenge task  to be released in June 
of Y10 and shared with students and  parents. 
Students work on task until March of Y11. 

2hr paper taken in the summer term of Y11 
One tier entry. 

Students will produce a working prototype and a 
design portfolio of evidence to support the 
thought process. 

100 marks (20 marks multiple choice from core 
principles and 80 marks from specialist knowledge) 

Coursework clinics available to support at 
lunchtimes and after school. 

Reflects all the knowledge acquired during Y10 and 
Y11. 

 
Resistant Materials 
The Resistant Materials course has been developed to enable students to: 
 

¶ Demonstrate their creativity through the making of wood, metal or plastic products 

¶ To understand technical construction processes. 

¶ To integrate the use of subject specific ICT and some basic electronics within designing and making. 

¶ To understand how new design and new technology affects every day lives. 

¶ To develop students traditional and modern practical skills in a workshop environment. 

¶ To prepare students for a higher level of studies in this discipline. 
 

Resistant Materials Technology can be useful in the following 
careers 
 

Engineering, Manufacturing companies, Product designer, Project 
managers, Interior designer, Construction, Model maker, CAD/CAM 
programmer, Carpenter, bespoke craft design/maker, Teaching 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
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Graphic Products 
 
The Graphic Products course has been developed to enable students to: 
 
¶ Develop their graphics skills using both hand and computer drawing techniques. 

¶ To be aware of current and past graphic designers and their work. 

¶ To understand how new technologies and smart materials are integrated into graphic products and 3D 
models. 

¶ To use current IT software packages and CAM machinery in order to produce modern, professional 
prototypes. 

¶ To look at the  diversity of the graphics subject from óconcept car designô to óarchitectural modellingô 

¶ To prepare the students for future studies within a creative industry. 
 

Graphic Products can be useful in the following careers 
Architecture, Packaging designer, Marketing, Graphic designer, Advertising, 
Packaging developer, Product designer, Model maker, Illustrator, CAD operator, 
Teacher. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fashion and Textiles Technology  
 
The Fashion and Textiles Technology course has been developed to enable students to:  
¶ Develop a high level of understanding of fabrics and components  

¶ Analyse both traditional materials and products; and also the new and modern materials available.  

¶ Develop technical construction skills which will allow for textiles garments and products to be made.  

¶ To experiment with a range of embellishment techniques  

¶ To use ICT to develop design work and in production to create surface finishes and pattern. 

¶ To study the scientific make up of fibres and fabrics.  

¶ To prepare students for taking higher level fashion courses or for entering the world of work. 
 

Textiles Technology can be useful in the following careers  
 
Interior design, Fashion buying, Fashion designing, Fabric design, bespoke garment construction, 
Costume designer, Product developer, Retail, Marketing and Teaching. 
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50%  Non-Exam Assessment 50% Examination 
 

Task 1 ï Food Investigation [10 hrs] 
 

1 ¾ hr paper taken in the summer term of Y11 

Task 2 ï Food Preparation Assessment-  
[20hrs including 3hr practical assessment] 

One tier entry 
100 marks [20 marks multiple choice and 80 marks 
from 5 questions] 

Coursework clinics available to support at 
lunchtimes and after school  

Reflects all the knowledge acquired during Year 10 
and Year 11 

  
It enables them to: 
¶ To gain a deeper insight into nutrition and the function of ingredients. 

¶ To develop new creative ideas and work with a range of ingredients not considered before. 

¶ To experiment and test certain food products which allows scientific evaluations to be made. 

¶ To use the application of ICT to analyse recipes and diet. 

¶ To develop student practical skills, time management, organisation and final presentation skills.  

¶ To prepare students for taking higher level courses or entering the world of work. 
 

Within this subject area it should be noted that students will need to provide their own ingredients during 
certain terms of the course; for experimental practicalôs the students will be provided with the ingredients; 
therefore financial implications should be considered. 
 
Food Technology can be used in the following careers 
Dietician, Medicine, Food manufacturing and management, Catering, 
Environmental Health, Nursing, Food microbiologist, NHS positions, 
Sports industry, Sensory Testing, Marketing and Retail. 

 

   
 
 

 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
The Food Preparation and Nutrition course has 
been developed to equip students with an array of 
culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of  
nutrition and kitchen safety.   
 

 
 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  

[Food, Preparation and Nutrition]  
 

Head of Dept:    Ms E Hillier  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  
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The aim of the course is to encourage candidates to develop: 

a. Skills of creativity, self-confidence, concentration, self-discipline and communication. 

b. Increased self and group awareness and the ability to appreciate and evaluate work of others. 

c. Understanding of Drama; methods and texts in practice. 

 
 
 
The GCSE examination is AQA Drama and the scheme of work comprises of two components: 

Ç Coursework 60% 
Ç Written paper 40% 

The course begins by students pursuing a ñtasterò in performance related areas which include 
improvisation, scriptwork, devised performance and Theatre In Education and costume, props, make-up 
and set for craft skills. Two areas are then chosen which they will develop for their coursework. 

Assessment consists of three units 

 
Components Whatôs assessed? How itôs Assessed 

Component 1: Understanding 
Drama 
 
40% 

Knowledge and understanding of 
drama and theatre 
 
Study of one set play from a choice 
of six 
 
Analysis and evaluation of the work 
of live theatre makers 

Written Open Book Examination  
1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Total 80 marks 

Component 2: Devising Drama 
(practical) 
 
40% 

Process of creating devised drama 
 
Performance of devised drama 
(students may contribute as 
performer or designer) 
 
Analysis and evaluation of own 
work 

Devising log (60 marks) 
 
Devised performance (20 marks) 
 
Internally marked and externally 
moderated 
 
Total 80 marks  

Component 3: Texts in Practice 
(practical) 
 
20% 

Performance of two extracts from 
one play (students may contribute 
as performer or designer) 
 
Free choice of play but it must 
contrast with the set play chosen 
for Component 1 

Performance of  
Extract 1 (25 marks) and  

Extract 2 (25 marks) 
 
Externally marked 
 
Total 50 marks  
 

 
 
A drama course is not only of value for those who may wish to enter theatre, television or media in a 
performing or a non-performing capacity.  Certain skills which are developed can be useful in a wide range of 
careers from nursery nursing, nannying, teaching, to public relations and personnel management. 
 
Many life skills are also learnt, for example, the organisation of time and people; leadership qualities are 
nurtured; concentration, confidence and memory skills are developed.  Drama also provides an opportunity for 
ideas and imagination to develop and form in real terms. 
It is demanding of time, energy and enthusiasm, very often out of school time as well as in, but for a successful 
candidate it provides personal and team satisfaction as well as nurturing a life-long interest. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

How will this help me in the future? 

How will I be assessed? 
 

DRAMA  
 

Head of Dept:    Mrs V Lewis  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  
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Will Geography be useful to me? 

Geography helps to give you a greater awareness of day to day life at local, regional and world level.  
It also helps you to appreciate the landscape and your surroundings and develops your sense of 
citizenship.  Geography is relevant to many careers and can open up many possibilities for career 
development and further studies beyond the age of 16 e.g. management, architecture, environment, 
planning, tourism, the leisure industry, marketing, journalism, ICT and media. 

What are the main benefits of the GCSE course? The course aims to provide: 

¶ A balance of theoretical and practical work, encouraging an active involvement in the subject. 

¶ An understanding of global geographical issues and how to apply this to a range of contexts.   

¶ A range of skills including the use of new technologies, such as GIS, enquiry and analysis 
through fieldwork and research to assist geographical investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The table below provides an outline of the new course.  Assessment will be spread out throughout the 
course and planned at times to give students their best change of success. 
 

Unit Title and Description Assessment and duration Weighting 

Unit 1 ï Living with the physical environment 
 
What's assessed 
3.1.1 The Challenge of Natural Hazards, 
3.1.2 Physical Landscapes in the UK 
3.1.3 The Living World 
3.4 Geographical skills 

Written examination 
 
1 hour 30 mins 
 
88 marks 
 

35% 

Unit 2 ï Challenges in the human environment 
 
What's assessed 
3.2.1 Urban Issues and Challenges 
3.2.2 The Changing Economic World 
3.2.3 The Challenge of Resource Management 
3.4 Geographical Skills 

Written examination 
 
1 hour 30 mins 
 
88 marks 

35% 

Unit 3 ï Geographical applications 
 
What's assessed 
3.3.1 Issue Evaluation 
3.3.2 Fieldwork 
3.4 Geographical Skills 
Examination linked to fieldwork and pre-released 
resources made available from March in the year of the 
exam 

Written examination 
 
1 hour 15 mins 
 
 
76 marks  

30% 

COURSE OUTLINE 

What topics will I be studying and how will I be assessed? 
 

How can budget 
fashion outlets sell 
clothes at low prices? 

 

What is the effect of 
increased visitor numbers 
on the Himalayas? 

 

How does Fair 
Trade affect 
farmers in LEDCs? 

 

 

How has the dominant 
land use changed over 
time in part of your 
chosen settlement? 
 

 

 
How is global 
climate change 
affecting coral 
reefs? 

 

 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY  
 

Head of Dept:    Mrs N White  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GC SE 

 

  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://aquaviews.net/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Coral-reef-fish.jpg&imgrefurl=http://aquaviews.net/category/exlpore-the-blue/&usg=__E1ZNE_fUEuxnYPp8j09pfUbfddE=&h=375&w=500&sz=75&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=V4aR-Bz-0ZAKEM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcoral%2Breefs%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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Tom ð Internet  Consultant  

 

Tom says that Geography is a 

good òall roundó subject with 

a science and arts mix and 

that this versatility is good 

for any area of employment.  
 

Jason ð Business Manager, web and 

new technologies comp any 

òI was fascinated by satellite images of 

the earth and decided to do an MSc in 

GIS (Geographical Information Systems)  

when I graduated.  I was aware that 

geography was becoming increasingly 

computerised and recognised a growth 

area where I could combi ne my skills and 

a future career.ó 

Christine ð Accountant  

 

Christine feels that Geography 

equipped her with good ICT s kills 

and in particular, experience of 

analysing raw data from field 

trips.  In addition, writing 

coursework assignments helped 

her to produce concise 

management reports.  

Andrew ð Policy Analyst, 

London 

 

Andrew feels that studying 

Geography has given him a 

wider appreciation of society 

in which Government policy 

operates.  He is currently 

working on the distribution 

of child poverty .  

Susan ð TV producer for 

wildlife films  

 

Susan feels that geography 

gave her a broad perspective on 

the world, particularly the 

problems facing communities 

and wildlife.  

Charlotte ð Recruitment 

Manager in retailing  

 

Through  studying 

Geography Charlotte 

developed the skills she 

finds invaluable in her 

career ð particularly 

teamwork, problem solving 

and presentation.  

Papinder ð Consultant, 

business geographics company  

 

òAs I work for a GIS ð based 

company I draw on my 

knowledge of Geography to 

complete work on behalf  of my 

clients.  Studying Geography 

provides you with adaptable 

skills such as literacy, numeracy 

and analytical skills that are 

valuable in the workplace.  I t is 

also fun and interesting!ó 

Can Gegoraphy lead to good careers? 
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The GCSE History course offers a fascinating insight into the history of different eras in different places. 
How Berlin became the focal point of the Cold War, why a water pump in Londonôs Soho district became 
a bringer of death, why Stafford became a site for a Norman Castle and what made the 1936 Olympic 
Games so controversial, are just some of the issues that you will explore over this two year course.  
 
What you will study? 
 

Understanding the Modern World  
      
Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship   
Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-1972 
 
Shaping the Nation 
 
Health and the People 1000-present day 
Norman England 1066-1100 
 
 

 
 
Assessment consists of two examination papers: 
 

¶ One British History paper (Shaping the Nation) of 1hour 45 minutes 

¶ One World History paper (Understanding the Modern World) of 1 hour 45 minutes 
 

All candidates take the same examination papers.  There are no tiered papers in History.  All 
candidates have the opportunity to achieve the very highest grade. 
 
 
 

 

Careers 

Because of the skills practised by the study of History a wide range of careers welcome students who can 
analyse film, video, drawings, cartoons and document material.  There are few career areas where an 
ability to construct and present a logical argument is not a positive advantage.  History provides a 
particularly useful base if you are interested in working with people, for throughout the two year course 
you are continually examining what motivated individuals and groups and what the consequences of 
peopleôs actions were.  Areas of employment where these skills and awareness are particularly useful 
include: management, personnel, marketing, advertising, public relations, banking, law, teaching, social 
work, publishing, journalism, police, armed forces and nursing. 
 
For hours now the bombs had fallen and all around was smoke and flames and destruction.  The incredible heat had sucked all the 
oxygen from the cellars where people had hidden and thousands of them were now lapsing into a sleep that would not end. 
Heinrich pushed at the trap-door at the entrance to his cellar but, to his horror, it would not budge.  Tons of masonry and timber 
meant that his refuge would become his grave.  The thousand year Riech was going to end after just twelve.  The city of Dresden 
would never be the same againé... 

 

 
 
 

HISTORY  
 

Head of Dept:    Mr M Pierpoint  

Exam Board:    AQA  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:  1 GCSE  

 

  COURSE OUTLINE 

How will I be assessed? 
 

How will this help me in the future? 
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Media Studies is an exciting, relevant subject but one that is often misunderstood. It most certainly does 
NOT involve watching a lot of films (these do not form part of the syllabus) and IS a serious, academic 
look at how the Media impacts on society.  The department has a widely acknowledged exam success 
rate and the course is popular amongst students.  Currently we have a large Sixth Form ñtake-upò of 
Media and we currently run two classes in Year 10 and two in Year 11. 
 
Contemporary society is media-saturated.  It could be argued that the line between reality and media-
reality is becoming increasingly blurred.  Every type of human experience ï the personal, economic, 
political, cultural, moral and aesthetic, is being presented to us via the media in its many forms. Britain in 
the 21st Century will have an ever greater focus on creativity, communication and globally consumed 
óideasô and information. Having a grounding or expertise in this area will most certainly prove valuable and 
important as studentsô progress towards modern careers. There has been an unprecedented growth in 
the manufacture and management of the media and especially the dominance of visual communication in 
society, not to mention the ideas surrounding ñfake newsò. 
 
In these contexts, a variety of ñliteracyò skills are needed to fully explore and enjoy the dynamic range of 
media texts and to do so with an independent, intelligent critical autonomy.  Increased access to digital 
media offers us new and alternative technological opportunities for creativity and self-expression. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 

MEDIA STUDIES  
 

Head of Dept:     Mrs S Reading  

Exam Board:     OCR  

QUALIFICATION AVAILABLE:   1 GCSE  

 

  

How will I be assessed? 
 


